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6.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

 

6.1 AGENCY COORDINATION 

 

This chapter discusses consultation and coordination that has occurred during 

preparation of the draft of this document.  Included are contacts that were made during 

the development of the action alternatives and writing of the SEA.  Formal and informal 

coordination were conducted with the following agencies: 

 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
• Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
• National Park Service (NPS) 
• Arizona State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
• Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) 
• Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) 
• Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
• Arizona Department of Agriculture 
• U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
 

6.2 PUBLIC REVIEW 

 

Prior to the development of the Draft SEA the public was afforded the opportunity to 

participate in the scoping process.  Two public meetings were held by the USBP to 

solicit public comments and concerns in reference to the alternatives proposed in this 

SEA.  Public notices were published in the local newspapers. Affidavits of publication are 

provided in Exhibits 6-1 through Exhibits 6-3.  On November 18, 2002, the first meeting 

was held, in Naco, Arizona at the Naco Elementary School.  Only minimal public 

participation was experienced and one comment was provided.  A second meeting was 

conducted at the Cochise County Community College, Douglas Campus, Building 800, 

on November 19, 2002.  However, no public participation occurred. 

 

The draft SEA Shall be made available for public review for a period of 30 days, and the 

Notice of Availability (NOA) shall be published in the local newspapers. Proof of 

publication and comments received during the public review will be included in Appendix 

E of the Final SEA. 
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Exhibit 6-1 
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Exhibit 6-2 
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Exhibit 6-3 
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6.3 PUBLIC SCOPING COMMENTS 

 

The following excerpt is a copy of the official court reports transcript of the only comment 

provided during either of the public scoping meetings.  

 

6.3.1 Mr. Ladd Comments to the USBP 

 

MR. LADD:  I don’t have a lot to say, and I know everybody wants to go see the football 

game, anyway.  The only reason I signed up, I anticipated that there would be people 

who would be against this sort of thing. And I wanted to at have some positive input. I’m 

not used to speaking to a group of people that are generally in agreement what I’m in 

agreement with.  But anyway, I fully agree with everything that you want to do. I might 

add that when you’re going through your statement, your mission statement, that one of 

the things you’ve pointed out, and I’m talking to the guy from Tucson, I’m sorry, I forgot 

your name, but you wanted to apprehend smugglers.  You know, this is getting 

ridiculous.  I was right in the middle of a chase yesterday.  The ran a guy for 50 miles. 

And I don’t know how many miles he was on flat tires, but nobody could catch him.  

Nobody.  And you weren’t involved in it, the Border Patrol. But the DPS and the Sheriff’s 

Department were there. And they couldn’t stop him. All they did was follow him and blow 

the sirens. That’s great. Now, the Border Patrol wasn’t there, but they don’t have any 

different policy.  So I think the only way that you’re going to do anything at all to stop the 

drive throughs that we’ve had -- I forgot to say I’m a rancher. And I guess most of you 

know me. But we got the border from about a quarter of a mile west of Naco to riparian 

area it’s about 10 miles, more or less.  And we got drive throughs all the time.  We’ve 

had -- by my son’s count, we’ve had eight in the last two weeks. And all we do is go fix 

fence.  Now, I think that a deterrent would be to put the rail barricades up along the 

border.  And JTF-6 started it, and they got some in.  And it works perfectly. Nobody 

drives through those.  And all you need to do is finish that, and it will do it.  And but my 

pitch to the people that were sympathetic toward illegal aliens coming in, and I 

anticipated there being some here today, I was going to tell them that isn’t going to do 

anything to deter people coming across, but it’s going to deter smugglers. And I can’t 

believe that anybody would sympathetic toward drug smugglers. And what we need to 

do is get that barricade up.  And I’m all for what you’re doing, and I hope you can do it as 

soon as possible. 
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